Highly sterically hindered olefins: a case of E- and Z-di-tert-butyl alpha,beta-unsaturated acids.
Use of a superbase in the Favorskii rearrangement of 12 resulted in the synthesis of highly sterically hindered olefins, (E)-2- tert-butyl-4,4-dimethyl-pent-2-enoic acid (4) and (Z)-2- tert-butyl-4,4-dimethyl-pent-2-enoic acid (3).